4Jit DAMASKE |- Times

Spotllghts shme on W"nter the dolphm and Cleamater Marme Aquanum head tramer Abby Stone to get the

:': dolphm used to. filmmakmg before productlon of Do.’phm Tale, a mowe based on W‘nters hfe, begins Sept. 27. :

N 'Thmgs are movmg ahead for Dolphm Tale | _a'mowe about
- Clearwater Mame Aquanums Wmter the dolphm

One month before his work-

" place becomes a movie set, Clearwa-.
tér Marine Aquarium chief executive
David Yates provided updates on Doi-
phin Tale, set to begin flming i in Pinel-
1as County on Sept. 27;

o Winter’s rescue, rehablhtatlon and\-
‘movie will be featured on. The Oprak
Winfrey Show. A locally hired crew
videotaped segments at the aguarium

' Thursday for the episode, expected o

. air in September.

-@ The first day’s filming is; planned
at -Clearwater’s Long Ceiitér recre-
ation complex, a swim meet scene

. involving the young hero Sawyer (a -

role still imeast), who Tater befriends
. Winter ‘the dolphin,’ the -aquarinm’s
- star; attractlon. Producticn until mid
=='0f:toher w111 .oceur away from the
‘agnarium; which will ‘close ‘to- the

public for: .about eight weeks’ startmg

il mid September. ..
e Location scouts are c}osmg deals for .
a house to serve as a home for Sawye

- and his mother (Aslﬂey Judd), a facility

to pose as a VA hospital where Morgan

Freeman's character works, and a cove

where Winter’s rescue from a crab rap

willbere-created.

o Production designer Michael Corin-

blith (dpolio 13, How the Grinch Stole

Christmas) is constructing a 55-foot

househoat, where Harry Connick Jr’s
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‘character hves to be docked at the

aquarium. Conmok plays Clay, a mili-

tary veteran and ‘the aquanmns direc- ©
tor, Yates described Clay as d “classic ™

Florida personality” with a daughter
_named Hazel (as yet uneast). .

twin; Yates sald she must “get used to
sEemghersel

“To that end, an acmal-51ze rubber
replica of Winter, down to the nub
where her tail used to be, is regularly
placed in her tank. Thats in addition to

“a plastic gas can disguised as a movie
“camera, and fake microphone booms.
- “Eyverything she'’s going to see on the

set, we're showing her in advance,”
Yates said.
That list of new experiences for Win-

“eral days for Winter to bond w1th new

people. “We have to make sure she’s
bonded with the people she’ll be in the

water with,” Yates said. .

Winter’s surrogate mother Pan-~

“ama will be featured in Dolphin Tale,
 in order to keep her close and calming’
- for the star, The aquanums other dol- :

phins, Indy and Nicholas; will share :
ihe role of “Krista,” who is treated and
released into the Gulf of Mexico by the
aquarium. Yates said that subplot is
ineliided “to show people what we're
abouthere” .

Vates is managing the film’s licens-

) “ingfor such potential Dolphin Tule col- -
- Winter will play herself but nat by -
* herself Animatronic dolphins and CGI *
~will'handle some of the more detailed
Jemotmg Since- ‘Winter sometimes
=share 'a-tanls with her animatronic

lectables as Winter plush dolls, toys,
watches and bedding, “All those things
you hiave with a typlcal kids' film,” he
said, "Done the right way, thats a ]ot of

_revenue.

First, the movie must COIme together

Yates cantioned that there’s always
_,somethmg to, disrupt the best-laid
- plans of a project like Dolphin Tale.

"“Directors always say the three.
things hardest to work with are kids,

" water and animals;” Yates said. “We've
got the hat trick here” '

" Stewn Persall can be reached at

persall @sptimes.com or (727) 893-8365.

. Read his blog, Reeling in the Years, at
ter includes the actors, and it takes sev- '

tampabay.com/blogs/movies.




